
Greetings from BAMA Learn Burmese, 
We present you these cards to help you memorize similar sound words. Invite your local friend to 
read them out & compare them a couple times, before test if you can hear them correctly while your 
eyes are closed! 
Would you have any feedback, please visit our facebook.com/bamalearnburmese/ to drop a 
comment or a message. 

Burmese script cheatsheet: download for free from BAMA website. 
Romanization: John Okell's. Find more details and examples for free from BBE.  
Tone guide: John Okell's. You can also hear them from BAMA introduction to Burmese. 

creaky high tone အာ့ á
low tone အာ a
plain high tone အား à
glottal stop* အတ် aq
weak syllable* အ ă

Please kindly note that there might be more meanings behind the words — other than the ones on our cards.

ဗ BAMA	"Aren't	they	the	same?"
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က ခ
ká k’á

to dance (verb) to fall (verb)



ကာ ကား
ka kà

screen; cover (noun) car (noun)

3



ငါ ငါး
nga ngà

I (pronoun) fish (noun)

4



စာ စား
sa sà

writing (noun);
food (noun)

to eat (verb)

5



ဆာ ဆား
s’a s’à

to be hungry salt (noun)

6



တင် သင်
tin thin

to put, to place (verb) to teach, to learn (verb)

7



တူ သူ
tu thu

chopstick; hammer (noun);
nephew

he; she (pronoun)

8



ထင့် ထင်
t’ín t’in

~(I) think; ~(I) presume (part) to think (verb)

9



ထင့် သင့်
t’ín thín

~(I) think; ~(I) presume (part) ~(you) should (part)
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ေပျာ် ေြပာ
pyaw pyàw

to be happy to talk (verb)

11



ေပျာ် ပျိu
pyaw pyo

to be happy to be tender;
to be young

12



ဗျိu ပျိu
byo pyo

~hello (male speaker) to be tender;
to be young

13



ေဘး ဘယ်
bè beh

side (noun);
disaster (noun)

left (side);
which; where

14



ေဘး ဘဲ
bè bèh

side (noun);
disaster (noun)

duck (noun);
young man (noun)

15



ဘယ် ဘဲ
beh bèh

left (side);
which; where

duck (noun);
young man (noun)

16



ဘယ် ဘက်
beh beq

left (side);
which; where

direction, area (noun);
side (noun)

17



မ မှ
má hmá

polite title for a young woman - near 
the age of the speaker

~from; by; only; (part)

18



မှာ မှ
hma hmá

~at, by, in, on (part) ~from; by; only; (part)

19



မှာ မာ
hma ma

~at, by, in, on (part) to be hard; to be healthy

20



မှား မှန်း
hmà hmàn

to be incorrect; to be wrong to be guess; to aim (verb)

21



ယာ ယား
ya yà

field used to grow crops other than 
rice

itch; tickle (noun);
to be ticklish

22



ေရ ရယ်
ye yeh

water (noun) to laugh; to smile (verb)

23



ေရး ရဲ
yè yèh

to write; to draw; to paint (verb) police (noun)

24



ေရာ >ိုး
yàw yò

to mix, to blend (verb) ordinary

25



လ လှ
lá hlá

month; moon (noun) to be pretty

26



တစ်ေထာင် တစ်ေသာင်း

tăt’aun* tăthàun*

1,000 10,000

27

*	Find	“Voicing”	on	BBE!



သုံးေထာင် သုံးေသာင်း

thoùn-daun* thoùn-dhaun*

3,000 30,000

28

*	Find	“Voicing”	on	BBE!



တစ်သိန်း တစ်သန်း

tăthèin* tăthàn*

100,000 1,000,000

29

*	Find	“Voicing”	on	BBE!



သုံးသိန်း သုံးသန်း

thoùn-dhèin* thoùn-dhàn*

300,000 3,000,000

30

*	Find	“Voicing”	on	BBE!


